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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
National  Park  Service 

36  CFR  Part  7 

Mount  McKinley  National  Park;  Mining, 
Climbing  and  Vehicle  Regulations 

agency:  National  Park  Service. 

ACTION:  Proposed  rule. 

SUMMARY:  The  purpose  of  this  proposed 
rule  is  to  delete  three  regulations  and  to 
revise  a  fourth  for  Mount  McKinley 
National  Park,  Alaska.  The  three 
regulations  recommended  for  deletion 
are  founded  in  36  CFR  7.44  (a),  (b)  and 
(e).  The  pertain  to  the  registration  of 
prospectors  and  miners,  surface  use  of 
mineral  land  locations,  and  vehicle  and 
traffic  safety.  The  fourth  regulation  on 
mountain  climbing,  found  in  36  CFR 
7.44(g)  is  recommended  for  revision. 

This  proposed  action  would  delete 
unnecessary  regulations,  and  is  intended 
to  encourage  the  most  liberal  use  of 
Mount  McKinley  National  Park  for 
recreation  purposes  consistent  with  16 
U.S.C.  347  et  seq. 

DATES:  Written  comments,  suggestions, 
or  objections  will  be  accepted  until  June 
23, 1980. 

ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be  directed 
to:  Superintendent,  Mount  McKinley 
National  Park,  Post  Office  Box  9, 
McKinley  Park,  Alaska  99755. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Gary  Brown,  Chief  Ranger,  Mount 
McKinley  National  Park,  Post  Office  Box 
9,  McKinley  Park,  Alaska  99755, 
Telephone:  (907)  683-2294. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

The  purpose  of  this  proposed  action  is 
to  delete  those  subsections  of  the 
special  regulations  for  Mount  McKinley 
National  Park  that  are  now  either 
adequately  covered  by  other  parts  of 
this  Chapter  or  are  no  longer  necessary 
to  provide  for  protection  of  park 
resources  and  visitor  safety.  No  new 
regulations  are  proposed. 

The  Mining  in  the  Partks  act  of 
September  28, 1976,  90  Stat.  1342  (16 
U.S.C.  1901  et  seq.),  and  subsequent 
promulgation  of  regulations  contained  in 
36  CFR  Part  9  Subpart  A,  created  a 
comprehensive  body  of  regulations 
governing  mining  and  mining  claims  in 
all  units  of  the  National  Partk  System. 
Prior  regulations  specific  to  Mount 
McKinley  are  now  duplicative, 
confusing,  and  serve  no  valid  purpose. 
Deletion  of  36  CFR  7.44(a)  and  36  CFR 
7.44(b)  would  clarify  this  situation. 


Changes  in  climbing  activities  within 
Mount  McKinley  National  Park  have 
taken  place  in  recent  years  which  makes 
portions  of  36  CFR  7.44(g)(1)  and  all  of 
36  CFR  7.44(g)(2)  and  36  CFR  7.44(g)(3) 
unnecessary.  Regulations  governing 
mountain  climbing  within  the  park  were 
first  enacted  in  1959  (24  FR  11049)  and 
relaxed  in  1970  (35  FR  13017).  Since  1970 
the  annual  number  of  total  climbers  has 
increased  over  400  percent.  In  addition, 
better  and  more  sophisticated 
equipment,  techniques,  and  clothing, 
have  reduced  the  need  for  regulated 
safety  considerations.  For  example, 
while  two-way  radio  comniunications 
are  still  an  advisable  precaution  for  any 
climbing  party,  the  greater  number  of 
climbers  and  ready  availability  of 
citizen’s  band  radios  makes  a  regulated 
precaution  requiring  radio 
communications  capability  with  Park 
Headquarters  unnecessary.  Registration 
for  climbing  Mount  McKinley  and  Mount 
Foraker  would  be  retained  as  a 
requirement  since  it  affords  a  necessary 
level  of  safety  for  both  climbers  and 
potential  rescue  parties  should  a  search 
be  warranted. 

Vehicle  and  traffic  safety  regulations 
are  found  in  36  CFR  Part  4.  Specific 
regulations  governing  vehicle  speed 
limits  (36  CFR  4.17)  and  load  limitations 
(36  CFR  4.11),  as  v^ell  as  the  completion 
of  state  Highway  No.  3  which  passes 
through  the  park  and  connects 
Anchorage,  and  Fairbanks,  Alaska, 
make  36  CFR  7.44(e)  obsolete. 

Public  Participation 

The  policy  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  is  whenever  practicable,  to 
afford  the  public  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  rulemaking  process. 
Accordingly,  interested  persons  may 
submit  written  comments,  suggestions, 
or  objections  regarding  the  proposed 
regulation  to  the  address  noted  at  the 
beginning  of  the  rulemaking. 

Impact  Analysis 

The  National  Park  Service  has 
determined  that  this  document  is  not  a 
significant  rule  requiring  preparation  of 
a  regulatory  analysis  under  Executive 
Order  12044  and  Part  14  of  Title  43  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations;  nor  is  it  a 
major  Federal  action  significantly 
affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment;  which  would  require 
preparation  of  an  Environmental  Impact 
Statement. 

Drafting  Information 

The  following  persons  participated  in 
writing  these  regulations:  Frank  Betts, 
former  Superintendent,  and  Gary  Brown, 
Chief  Ranger,  Mount  McKinley  National 


Park;  and  William  F.  Paleck,  Alaska 
Area  Office. 

Authority 

Section  3  of  the  Act  of  August  25, 1916 
(39  Stat.  535,  as  amended;  16  U.S.C.  3); 
245  DM  1  (44  FR  23384);  and  National 
Park  Service  Order  No.  77  (38  FR  7478), 
as  amended. 

Daniel ).  Tobin,  )r.. 

Associate  Director,  Managenwnt  and 
Operations. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing, 

§  7.44  of  Title  36  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  is  proposed  to  be  revised  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  7.44  Mount  McKinley  National  Park, 
Alaska 

(a)  Fishing  limit  of  catch  and  in 
possession.  The  limit  of  catch  per  person 
per  day  shall  be  10  fish  but  not  to 
exceed  10  pounds  and  one  fish,  except 
that  the  limit  of  catch  of  lake  trout 
(mackinaw)  per  person  per  day  shall  be 
two  fish  including  those  hooked  and 
released.  Possession  of  more  than  one 
day’s  limit  of  catch  by  any  one  person  at 
any  one  time  is  prohibited. 

(b)  Special  wildlife  protection  area. 
The  area  within  one  mile  of  the  park 
road  (Denali  Highway)  between 
milepost  37  and  milepost  42  (Sable  Pass 
area)  is  closed  to  photographers,  hikers, 
and  other  park  visitors  except  as  may  be 
specifically  authorized  by  the 
Superintendent.  Observations  and 
photography  of  wildlife  and  other 
features  are  permitted  from  the  road 
shoulders  and  designated  turnouts. 

(c)  Motorboats.  Motorboats  are 
prohibited  on  ail  the  ponds,  lakes  and 
streams  of  Mount  McKinley  National 
Park. 

(d)  Mountain  Climbing.  Registration  is 
required  in  advance  on  a  form  provided 
by  the  Superintendent  for  climbing 
Mount  McKinley  and  Mount  Foraker. 

(e)  Aircraft  operations.  Aircraft  shall 
be  operated  within  the  park  as  provided 
by  §  2.2  of  this  chapter,  except  as 
hereinafter  specified: 

Landing  of  aircraft  shall  be  permitted  on 
the  airstrip  locally  known  as  the  McKinley 
Park  Station  Airport,  located  in  Secs.  3  and  4, 
T.  14  S.,  R.  7  W.:  and  Secs.  33  and  34,  T.  13  S.. 
R.  7  W.,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 
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